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Feature

Faces may change but Malay voice stays

In 1997 five former journalists were elected to Malaysian Parliament -- this year, none are running

AM Columns  

Is China trying to fool the West on Korea? 

The conspiracy theory of Hu's double-dealing makes no sense at all, says Tom Plate

The digital challenge in China 

Its booming economy and the 2008 Olympics notwithstanding, will the Internet age force change on China? asks ND Batra

Asia Outlook  

Tune in to foreign airwaves

Legislator Albert Cheng reviews his visits to others' public broadcasters to give Hong Kong's RTHK insight for future improvements

Content to heed the master's voice? 

Fanny Wong says it takes two to tango when Hong Kong journalists use anonymous background briefings with government officials

HONG KONG: Changes may be in store for RTHK

An Audit Commission report criticized Hong Kong's public broadcaster for poor management and a lack of discipline and professionalism. Media experts questioned the motives of the audit and expressed fears about government attempts to limit RTHK's editorial independence. RTHK's director of broadcasting Chu Pui-Hing promised to comply with government rules in the future and asked his staff to remain calm. A former RTHK producer said that the audit could lead to much-needed reform within the organization. The broadcaster will launch Hong Kong's first gay talk show on Saturday.

THAILAND: Sondhi posts bail, expects to return to talk show

Media mogul Sondhi Limthongkul, who was facing lese majeste charges for insulting the King, surrendered to police for questioning. He was later released on bail. Sondhi's weekly talk show will resume its broadcast after an appeal made by the Public Relations Department to prevent its airing was rejected by the Administrative Court.

East Asia 

a.. CHINA: Yahoo! faces more questions about providing evidence against journalists 

Human Rights in China said Yahoo! provided evidence that was used to imprison a pro-democracy online writer. In Hong Kong, the Privacy Commission launched an investigation into Yahoo!'s role in providing evidence that led to the imprisonment of Contemporary Business News reporter Shi Tao and other journalists. 

b.. HONG KONG: Staff of struggling newspaper strikes

Nearly half of Sing Pao Daily News' staff went on strike on Saturday when the Chinese-language paper, struggling with losses of close to $100 million in the past 12 months, said it would pay its employees half a month's wages for March. The staff threatened to file a petition against the company unless wages are paid in full. 

c.. TAIWAN: Chen rejects 'one China' in interview with Japanese daily

President Chen Shui-bian tells Sankei Shimbun that democratic Taiwan cannot be "annexed by totalitarian China" 

South Asia 

a.. NEPAL: Efforts to restore press freedom continue

Websites blocked during King Gyanendra's rule are now accessible again. The International Federation of Journalists and the Federation of Nepalese Journalists asked the newly established democratic government to respect journalists' rights and repeal all media laws enacted since the Feb. 1 royal takeover. 

b.. INDIA: Yahoo! unveils new search engine

c.. BANGLADESH: Human chain protests Chittagong attack on journalists

Protestors denounce Apr. 16 Chittagong Stadium attacks on journalists 

Southeast Asia 

a.. INDONESIA: MUI Jakarta gets behind police on Playboy ban

Indonesian Ulema Council pledges to support efforts to stop circulation of the magazine. 

b.. SINGAPORE: SDP leaders to apologize for newsletter 

Two Singapore Democratic Party leaders apologized to the Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong and Mentor Minister Lee Kuan Yew last week and four more apologized soon after. Nine others will face charges for allegations of corruption made in the party's newsletter The New Democrat. 
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